“From this I only know that time [of the Exodus]. Where do I learn 
later times? ‘In the fortieth year after the Israelites had come out of the 
land of Egypt. [in the fifth month, on the first day of the 

month]’ (Numbers 33:38). “From this I only know temporarily [for 
that generation]. Where do I learn subsequent generations?.’ And it was 
in the four hundred and eightieth year after the Israelites had come out 
of the land of Egypt, [in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over Israel. 
in the month Ziv, which is the second month, that he began to build the 
house of the Lord’ (1 Kings 6:1). When the Temple was built, they 
began to use the era from [the time of] its erection: and it was at the 
end of twenty ears wherein Solomon had built the two houses. [the 
house of the Lord and the King’s house]’ (1 Kings 9:10). When they 
no longer merited to use the era of its erection, they began to count 
from its destruction: in the twenty-fifth year of our captivity, in the 
beginning of the year, on the tenth day of the month. etc.’ (Ez. 40:1). 
When they no longer merited to use the era of their own [events], they 
began to count according to the reigns of other nations, “as it is said, 
‘in the second year of Darius [the king, in the sixth month. on the first 
day of the month Haggai: ‘in the third year of Cyrus king of 

Persia’ (Daniel 10:1).” 


1:4: R. Eleazar in the name of R. Hanina [says]: “Even [for dating of 
the regnal years of] kings of the gentile nations, one counts only from 
Nisan. In the second year of Darius, in the sixth month (Haggai 1:15): 
to the eighth month, in the second year of Darius (Zechariah 1:1). [If 
these heathen kingdoms begin the year with Tishré], it should have 
said, ‘in the eighth month, in the third year [of Darius].’” Hefa said, 
“Tn the eighth month (Zechariah 1:1) may have been said first, for 
there is no necessarily implied chronological sequence in the account 
of Scripture.” R. Jonah said, “And now, consider from this day onward 
— before a stone was laid [or before a stone is to be laid] upon a stone 
in the Temple of the Lord (Haggai 2:15)? How [do you 
chronologically order these versus from Haggai and Zechariah]? In the 
sixth month the foundation was laid; in the eighth month this scriptural 
passage was said. If you say they had already laid [stone upon stone in 
the ninth month] what Hefa said is right. But if you say they did not lay 
[stone upon stone in the ninth month], Hefa said nothing.” 


1:5: What is the [practical] difference between the one who says to 
count from Nisan and the one who says to count from Tishré? 


1:6: How [exactly do we count the reign] for kings? If he died in Adar 
and [another] king succeeded him in Adar, the year is attributed to the 
first and to the second. Said R. Jonah, “This is so only if [the second 


